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UKCISA PMI Policy Forum
22-23 February 2010, Cumberland Lodge

Over the last three to four years, institutions, government, UKCISA and other agencies have given increasing priority to enhancing the quality of the international student experience, for example:
· Over £1m has been allocated from PMI funds to a range of projects at institutional and national level under the Student Experience strand
· The widespread adoption of the International Student Barometer has allowed many institutions to evaluate and adapt their services for international students, leading to generally impressive levels of satisfaction in most areas.

PMI2 will come to an end in April 2011 and is unlikely be followed by a PMI3.  However, there remains a need for some central co-ordinating mechanism to support the UK’s international education activity in a complex and changing environment.  In the next 12-18 months, for example, key issues are likely to be:
· The final phase of Tier 4 of the Points Based system will be implemented 

· Immigration is likely to remain a highly sensitive and politicised issue

· Institutions will face very considerable pressures on domestic funding

· Student expectations and international competition will continue to grow

· The global economic situation will make it hard for international students to find jobs 
We are therefore holding a residential Policy Forum to identify: 

· What will be the key challenges over the next two to three years?

· How might government, the sector and individual institutions best address them to ensure the UK continues to be one of the most attractive destinations for international students?
· Which national and institutional strategies or initiatives have worked best?  Can they be enhanced and are they sustainable?
· What can institutions do themselves and what might require future co-ordination and investment on a national basis? 
· Which aspects of the student experience should be of highest priority in the future?

Who should attend?  There will be places for 50 representatives from government, agencies, sector bodies and specialist practitioners from across the sector including Directors of International Strategy, Heads of Student Services, PVCs and their college equivalents.
The event will be subsidized by the PMI with a delegate charge of just £125 per person to include the Forum itself, all meals and accommodation.  Draft programme attached.

For further information on Cumberland Lodge in Windsor Great Park see www.cumberlandlodge.ac.uk
UKCISA
December 2009

Draft Programme
Monday 22 February

1230
Arrive Cumberland Lodge

1300
Lunch
1400
Welcome and introductions 

Dominic Scott Chief Executive, UKCISA
1415
Panel session – Issues and Challenges: the national context
Opening remarks from 
· Patrick Shipp PMI Programme Manager, BIS
· Pat Killingley Director, Education UK, British Council

· Carolyn Campbell Head of International Affairs, QAA
· Christina Yan Zhang Member, National Executive Committee, NUS


Chaired by 
· Suzanne Alexander Vice Chair, PMI Student Experience Advisory Group and Director, International Office, University of Leicester

Questions and discussion

1500
Panel session – Issues and Challenges: institutional perspectives
Opening remarks from

· James Kennedy Director, International Office, University of Warwick

· Martin Doel Chief Executive, Association of Colleges
· Elspeth Jones International Dean, Leeds Metropolitan University

· Tony Millns Chief Executive, English UK

Chaired by

· Philip Garrahan formerly Pro Vice-Chancellor, Sheffield Hallam University and Chair, PMI Employability Advisory Group

Questions and discussion

1545
Tea/coffee

1615
Lessons from PMI2

· Overview of key themes and projects 
Celia Partridge PMI Projects Development Manager, UKCISA

· Employability
Margaret Dane Chief Executive, AGCAS

· Teaching and Learning
Janette Ryan Director, Teaching International Students

· Professional Development
David Law Pro Vice-Chancellor, Edge Hill University
1700
Group sessions – Setting priorities for the future
1730
Report back
1900
Cumberland Lodge Reception and Dinner 
Hosted by Baroness Usha Prashar UKCISA President

Guest speaker: Lord Karan Bilimoria Chancellor, Thames Valley University

Tuesday 23 February

0915
Measuring success
presentation by Sarah Jones, Associate Director, International Education, DTZ (PMI evaluation consultants)


Questions and discussion

1000
Visas and Tier 4: benefits, risks and future issues.  
A round table discussion with Neil Hughes, PBS Programme Director, UKBA – following full implementation of the final phase on the previous day.
1045
Tea/coffee
1115
Recommendations and conclusion
Chaired by Geoff Pine Principal, Greenwich Community College and PMI Programme Board representative
1200
Close
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