The international student experience in Scotland – future directions
A free one day seminar for policy makers and practitioners: in association with the Scottish Government, the Prime Minister’s Initiative for International Education (PMI) and the UK Council for International Student Affairs (UKCISA).
Teacher Building, Glasgow: 2 March 2010

Over the last two to three years a wide range of institutions in Scotland have received support, either from the Scottish Government’s Challenge Fund or the Prime Minister’s Initiative, to help them pioneer new approaches to welcoming and supporting international students.  
At the same time, many others, with their own resources, have developed new services or strengthened their approaches to pre-arrival information, orientation, transition, integration and inclusion (both on campus and in the community), personal advice and support for employment and employability.
This seminar will aim to bring together many of those who have managed recent projects and others with interests and expertise in international student services.  It will debate how Fresh Talent and PMI have helped develop the international student experience in Scotland and consider what might be done at institutional and national level in future to build on this further.
Draft programme

1000
Arrival, registration and refreshment

1030
Welcome
Professor Christine Hallett Principal and Vice-Chancellor, University of Stirling
Introduction to the day
Beatrice Merrick Director of Services and Research, UKCISA 

1045
Issues and challenges: the Scottish context 

With opening remarks from representatives of the Scottish Government, Universities Scotland, SUIG, British Council, Scotland’s Colleges International and others
1200
‘Employability’ and ‘the international student experience’ – lessons learned
Breakout groups on each topic focusing on the successes and challenges of PMI pilot projects and Challenge Fund projects, including examples from those involved

1300
Networking lunch

1345
Reporting back from breakout groups – where to go next?

1415
Tier 4 – approaches and perspectives

Discussion with opening remarks from institutional representatives and UKBA
1515
Recommendations, conclusions and next steps
1545
Close and depart

