AISA Conference workshop report
	Title of activity/initiative: Employment China – CD-ROM Information resource for Chinese students seeking employment on return to China



	Institution name: Oxford Brookes University



	Key words: (words that people may use to search for this example)

China; Employment; Jobs; Careers; Information resource




	Summary description, e.g. aims, target audience, and nature of activity/initiative: (up to 100  words)

The Careers Centre at Oxford Brookes University have developed an information resource for Chinese students who intend to seek employment in China after graduation. The project was developed by researching existing provision for international students through AGCAS (the professional body for careers advisers); the writing of materials tailored to the needs of Chinese students/graduates of Oxford Brookes; liaising with Alumni, the International Students Advisory Service, Academic Registry, and Creative Services to procure qualitative and quantitative data; and interviewing Chinese alumni for employability case studies. The centrepiece of the project consists of focused case studies with Chinese alumni of Oxford Brookes who have secured jobs/careers after returning to China. This session will cover the progress and problems encountered in constructing this project.




	Description of how activity/initiative is/was conducted, e.g. who is/was involved, timescales, communication, evaluation, sustainability :

Pilot project undertaken by staff at Oxford Brookes University Careers Centre; research and writing on different areas of Chinese graduate labour market, practical tips for job hunting, information resources etc. Also contains video clips of Oxford Brookes University alumni who have secured jobs/careers on return to China. Project took 9 months to complete, from coming up with ideas to producing CD-ROMs for distribution. Results of project also disseminated at conferences, workshops, seminars etc.



	Strengths and weaknesses:

Strengths - in what ways was this activity/initiative successful?

Practical advice for international students; targeted information; based on focus group feedback from target group; created awareness on what careers centre can do for international students
Weaknesses - how could this activity/initiative be improved?

Visit China next time!
Also have enough time/money to continually update resource



	Resources required: (e.g. budget, staff resources)

Financed from internal university fund - £8000; also required careers centre staff time to research/write and liaise with other parties



	Are there any attachable documents that you could share with other institutions or a website they can visit for more information? 

No
If Yes, please attach/provide web address.




	Any other comments/information, e.g. any particular challenges you faced and ways you overcame these:

Biggest challenge was producing a worthwhile resource with limited funding and time – so although the resource is not “comprehensive”, it does give the user a gentle push as to how to get started when looking for a job/career in China



	Contact details: 

( Tick here if you do not wish these to be made available online 

Name: Dan Ferrett
Department: Careers Centre
Institution: Oxford Brookes University
Phone 01865 484670
Email : dferrett@brookes.ac.uk



PAGE  
2

