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	Title of activity/initiative:  Piloting a short course ‘An Introduction to British Life & Culture’ for all new Kingston University international students
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	Summary description, e.g. aims, target audience, and nature of activity/initiative: (up to 100  words)

This project set up a short course for new International students that would introduce them to some key issues in understanding British life and culture


	Description of how activity/initiative is/was conducted, e.g. who is/was involved, timescales, communication, evaluation, sustainability:

The course ran on five afternoons at the beginning of the semester and also there were two field trips to Hampton Court and Oxford.  Some 80 students expressed an interest initially and regular attendance was in the high 30s, which means that we met our target numbers. 
The tutor was Dr Radu Cinpoes, a part-time lecturer in the Politics Department.  Project Co-ordinator was Dr Philip Woods, Academic Advisor in the Study Abroad office. The plan initially was to recruit postgraduate students to help the tutor but uncertainty about final numbers meant that we decided against this. 

The course was evaluated by a student questionnaire and the results were very positive. Students were particularly enthusiastic about the opportunity to meet other new students outside of their normal classroom activity and really enjoyed the field trips. The feedback convinced us that we should offer the course to all new international students in September 2008, a much larger cohort.  We plan to use the course as part of the educational induction of new students, giving them an opportunity to adapt to British university methods, and to try out independent research, group work and presentations on a small-scale and in a friendly non-examined context.


	Strengths and weaknesses:

Strengths - in what ways was this activity/initiative successful?

1. We uncovered a large demand for such a course
2. The opportunities of inducting international students into the University in their first weeks shortly after arrival to the UK proved very beneficial

3. We managed the logistics of the field trips and showed that it was possible to offer these as an educational/social experience to new students

Weaknesses - how could this activity/initiative be improved?

1. There were problems in planning the course the first time, without knowing until very late how many students would sign up and then go on to attend regularly. We intend to make a small charge in future (approx. £20) to contribute to the cost of field trips and to give a sense of commitment to the course

2.  With experience we realised that the course was a little too academic for the needs of these new students. We wish to change the course to include more activities which prepare international students for learning within the British university system


	Resources required: (e.g. budget, staff resources)

Resources of staffing and funding for costs will be met by the International Office in future. 


	Are there any attachable documents that you could share with other institutions or a website they can visit for more information? 

Yes/  A fuller feedback  report is available 
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